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History of 
Tennessee Volunteers Football 

November 5, 1933  “25,000 see G.W. bow to Tennessee, 13-0” 

October 31, 1937 “Tennessee’s great passing attack helps to defeat Georgia, 32-0” 

November 25, 1938 “Vols crush Kentucky, 46-0, capture crown” 

January 3, 1939 “Tennessee beats Oklahoma, 17-0, in Orange Bowl” 

October 22, 1939 “Tennessee’s power crushes ‘Bama, 21-0” 

December 10, 1939 “Vols defeat Auburn, 7-0, on Butler’s 40-yard dash” 

January 2, 1940 “Tennessee defeated by Trojans, 14-0, before 92,000 in Rose Bowl” 

October 6, 1940 “42,000 see Vols surprise Duke eleven, 13-0” 

October 20, 1940 “Tennessee turns back Alabama, 27 to 12” 

November 3, 1940 “Tennessee’s power swamps L.S.U., 28-0” 

November 17, 1940 “Tennessee rolls on, crushing Virginia, 41-14” 

January 2, 1941 “Boston College upsets Vols, 19-13, in Sugar Bowl” 

September 21, 1941 “Tennessee opens season with 32-6 victory over Furman” 

November 29, 1942 “Tennessee beats Vanderbilt, 19-7, clinches Sugar Bowl spot” 

January 2, 1943 “Power of Volunteers defeats Tulsa, 14-7, to win in Sugar Bowl” 

October 17, 1948 “Littleford, Cooper pace Vols to win over Alabama, 21-6” 

November 27, 1949 “Tennessee cashes in on breaks, outlasts Vandy, 26 to 20” 

November 26, 1950 “Vols top Kentucky, 7-0” 

January 2, 1951 “Tennessee rally tops Texas, 20-14, in Cotton Bowl” 

October 21, 1951 “Unbeaten Tennessee hands Alabama 4th loss in row, 27-13” 

November 25, 1951 “Vols trounce Kentucky, 28-0” 



Contains material reprinted by permission from The Washington Post® Copyright© 2024 The Washington Post. All rights reserved. The Washington Post® is a trademark of The Washington Post Company. 

December 2, 1951 “Tennessee scared stiff but wins, 35-27” 

January 2, 1952 “Terps trounce Tennessee, 28-13, in Sugar Bowl” 

October 19, 1952 “Wade picks up 158 yards as Tennessee beats Alabama, 20-0” 

November 2, 1952 “Tennessee passes rout North Carolina, 41-14” 

November 9, 1952 “Tennessee wears down LSU, 22-3” 

November 16, 1952 “Tennessee triumphs; Kozar rips Florida line in 26-12 win” 

November 30, 1952 “Tennessee wins, 46 to 0; Errors lead to downfall of Vandy” 

January 2, 1953 “Tennessee takes 16-0 licking in Cotton Bowl” 

November 8, 1953 “Tennessee wallops LSU, 32-14” 

October 31, 1954 “Tennessee wins over Tar Heels, 26 to 20” 

November 13, 1955 “Johnny Majors leads Tennessee over Florida, 20-0” 

November 27, 1955 “Tennessee bumps Vandy, 20-14” 

November 11, 1956 “Tennessee upsets Georgia Tech, 6-0” 

December 2, 1956 “Tennessee wins the Southeastern Conference championship, goes to Sugar Bowl” 

January 2, 1957 “Tennessee loses, 13-7, to Baylor in Sugar Bowl” 

October 27, 1957 “Vols smother Maryland, 16-0” 

November 10, 1957 “Tennessee storms Georgia Tech, 21-6” 

December 29, 1957 “Tennessee beats Texas A&M, 3-0, in Gator Bowl” 

November 1, 1959 “Tennessee thumps fumbling Tar Heels, 29-7” 

December 1, 1963 “Tennessee power blanks Vanderbilt, 14-0” 

November 21, 1965 “Tennessee accepts berth in Bluebonnet, whips Kentucky 19-3” 

December 19, 1965 “Tennessee romps, 27-6, in Bluebonnet” 

January 1, 1967 “Tennessee prevails on Warren passes, 18-12, in Gator Bowl” 

October 22, 1967 “Tennessee smashes Alabama streak at 25; Third-stringer stars, 24-13” 

November 26, 1967 “Tennessee wins, 17-7, over Kentucky, after 5 interceptions” 

December 3, 1967 “Tennessee mows down Vandy, 41-14, wins the SEC championship” 
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October 20, 1968 “Tennessee goal nips Alabama, 10-9” 

January 2, 1969 “Texas’ superb attack tramples Tennessee 36-13 in Cotton Bowl rout” 

October 19, 1969 “Tennessee shocks Alabama, 41-14” 

November 30, 1969 “Tennessee wins title by beating Vanderbilt, 40-27” 

December 28, 1969 “Florida strangles Tennessee 14-13 in Gator Bowl upset” 

November 22, 1970 “Bowl-bound Tennessee routs Kentucky, 45-0” 

January 2, 1971 “Tennessee thumps Air Force, 34-13, in Sugar Bowl” 

November 21, 1971 “Interception helps Tennessee top Kentucky, 21-7” 

November 28, 1971 “Tennessee overtakes Vanderbilt, 19-7” 

December 5, 1971 “Tennessee blots out Penn State streak, 31-11” 

December 21, 1971 “Tennessee prevails on Watson run, 14-13 in Liberty Bowl” 

September 10, 1972 “Tennessee rips Georgia Tech, 34-3” 

December 31, 1972 “Vols outgun LSU, 24-17, in Astro-Bluebonnet Bowl” 

November 24, 1974 “Tennessee wins bid to Liberty Bowl with 24-7 win over Kentucky” 

December 17, 1974 “Tennessee jumps on Maryland errors, wins Liberty Bowl 7-3” 

September 14, 1975 “Maryland no match for Tennessee, 26-8” 

December 14, 1981 “Tennessee wins Garden State Bowl, 28-21” 

October 17, 1982 “Tennessee surprises No. 2 Alabama, 35-28” 

October 16, 1983 “Tennessee upsets Alabama, 41-34” 

December 18, 1983 “Florida Citrus Bowl: Tennessee 30, Maryland 23” 

September 29, 1985 “No. 1 Auburn stunned by Tennessee, 38-20” 

October 20, 1985 “Reveiz kicks three field goals as Tennessee nips Alabama, 16-14” 

November 24, 1985 “Tennessee rips Kentucky, 42-0” 

January 2, 1986 “Underdog Tennessee defeats Miami in Sugar Bowl, 35-7” 

December 30, 1986 “Tennessee beats Minnesota in Liberty Bowl, 21-14” 

September 27, 1987 “Late score gives No. 11 Tennessee tie with No. 3 Auburn” 



January 3, 1988 “Tennessee captures Peach Bowl, 27-22” 

September 10, 1989 “Freshman Webb helps Tennessee stun UCLA, 24-6” 

January 2, 1990 “Cotton Bowl: Tennessee 31, Arkansas 27” 

December 2, 1990 “Tennessee nail down the SEC title and Sugar Bowl berth in 49-20 victory over 
  Vanderbilt” 

January 2, 1991 “Tennessee yanks Sugar from Virginia, 23-22” 

November 10, 1991 “Luck fails the Irish as Volunteers rally, 35-34” 

January 2, 1993 “Hall of Fame Bowl: Shuler takes Tennessee past BC in 38-23 victory” 

December 31, 1994 “Gator Bowl: Tennessee 45, Virginia Tech 23” 

January 2, 1996 “Citrus Bowl: Volunteers roll over Buckeyes, 20-14” 

October 27, 1996 “Graham, Volunteers turn Tide, 20-13” 

January 2, 1997 “Citrus Bowl: Tennessee, Manning make mess of Northwestern, 48-28” 

September 7, 1997 “Tennessee get past UCLA, 30-24” 

January 3, 1998 “Orange Bowl: Nebraska rips Vols, 42-17” 

September 20, 1998 “Vols end five games of futility vs. Florida, 20-17” 

October 11, 1998 “‘Blue-collar’ Vols work over Georgia, 22-3” 

November 1, 1998 “Tennessee’s Martin enjoys record-setting rout in 49-14 win vs. South Carolina” 

November 15, 1998 “Down by 18, top-ranked Volunteers rally late; Tennessee 28, Arkansas 24” 

November 22, 1998 “Tennessee rolls over Kentucky, 59-21” 

December 6, 1998 “SEC Championship Game: Tennessee 24, Mississippi State 14” 

January 5, 1999 “No. 1 Tennessee beats No. 2 Florida State in Fiesta Bowl, 23-16” 

September 26, 1999 “Tennessee survives Memphis scare, 17-16” 

November 25, 2001 “Tennessee win their 19th straight over Vanderbilt, 38-0” 

December 2, 2001 “Vols’ 34-32 upset ruins Gators’ Rose Bowl hopes” 

December 9, 2001 “SEC Championship Game: LSU 31, Tennessee 20” 

January 2, 2002 “Citrus Bowl: Volunteers are too much for Wolverines, 45-17” 

December 1, 2002 “Tennessee 24, Kentucky 0” 
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September 21, 2003 “Vols turn back gators, 24-10” 

October 26, 2003 “Vols outlast Tide in 5 overtimes, 51-43” 

November 9, 2003 “No. 18 Volunteers knock No. 6 Hurricanes out of National Title contention” 

October 10, 2004 “Volunteers stun No. 3 Georgia, 19-14” 

December 5, 2004 “SEC Championship Game: Auburn 38, Tennessee 28” 

January 2, 2005 “Cotton Bowl: No. 15 Vols have their way with Texas A&M, 38-7” 

September 27, 2005 “No. 10 Vols show no mercy, rally past LSU in Baton Rouge, 30-27” 

October 7, 2007 “Vols finally win at home vs. Georgia, 35-14” 

November 25, 2007 “Vols survive Wildcats, 52-50, SEC Title Game next” 

December 2, 2007 “SEC Championship Game: LSU 21, Tennessee 14” 

January 2, 2008 “Outback Bowl: Tennessee 21, Wisconsin 17” 

November 20, 2011 “In overtime, Tennessee defeats Vanderbilt again, 27-21” 

January 3, 2015 “TaxSlayer Bowl: Tennessee 45, Iowa 28” 

October 11, 2015 “Vols upset Bulldogs with huge comeback, 38-31” 

January 2, 2016 “Outback Bowl: Tennessee 45, Northwestern 6” 

September 11, 2016 “No. 17 Vols speed past Hokies, 45-24, in front of a record 156,990 at Bristol Motor 
Speedway” 

September 25, 2016 “Dobbs, Vols storm back to muzzle the Gators, 38-28” 

October 2, 2016 “In battle of Hail Mary passes, Vols prevail on 43-yard TD strike vs. Georgia” 

December 31, 2016 “Music City Bowl: Tennessee 38, Nebraska 24” 

January 3, 2020 “Volunteers rally late, stun Hoosiers in Gator Bowl, 23-22” 

October 16, 2022 “Volunteers turn tide against Alabama with late field goal, 52-49” 

December 31, 2022 “Orange Bowl: Volunteers cap rejuvenating campaign by beating Tigers, 31-14” 

September 3, 2023 “Tennessee 49, Virginia 13” 
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