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History of 
Penn State Nittany Lions 

November 7, 1937  “Penn State passes way to 7-to-0 victory over heavier Pennsylvania” 

October 30, 1938 “Penn State Lions whip Syracuse, 33 to 6, in stunning surprise” 

November 23, 1941 “Petrella scores 3 times, Penn State upsets Pitt, 31 to 7” 

November 2, 1947 “Penn State remain unbeaten; Red Raiders trampled by 46 to 0” 

November 23, 1947 “Bowl-bound Penn State remain unbeaten; Lions trim Pitt, 29-0, for 9th win” 

January 2, 1948 “Penn State’s comeback ties SMU, 13 to 13, in Cotton Bowl” 

November 2, 1952 “67,000 see Penn State upset Penn in 4th period, 14 to 7” 

October 31, 1954 “Penn State rambles over winless Penn on TV, 35-13” 

October 18, 1959 “Penn State whips B.U. 21-12” 

October 25, 1959 “Penn State routs Illinois, 20-9, in game of interceptions” 

December 20, 1959 “Penn State wins in Liberty Bowl, 7-0” 

October 9, 1960 “Penn State comebacks turn back Army, 27-16” 

December 18, 1960 “Penn State routs Oregon in Liberty Bowl, 41-12” 

November 26, 1961 “Penn State routs Pitt; Hall sparks 47-26 victory” 

December 31, 1961 “Penn State wins Gator Bowl, 30-15” 

November 25, 1962 “Penn State blanks Pitt, 16-0, gets Gator Bowl bid” 

November 22, 1964 “Urbanik powers Penn State over Pitt, 28-0” 

November 5, 1967 “Penn State rolls over Maryland, 38-3” 

December 31, 1967 “Penn State and Florida State tie Gator Bowl, 17-17” 

November 17, 1968 “Penn State ravages Maryland, 57-13” 

December 8, 1968 “Penn State wraps up 10-0 season” 
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January 2, 1969 “Penn State nips Kansas in Orange Bowl, 15-14” 

September 21, 1969 “Penn State overpowers Navy, 45-22” 

November 30, 1969 “Penn State streak stretches on, 33-8 vs. N.C. State” 

January 2, 1970 “Penn State holds off Missouri in Orange Bowl, 10-3” 

November 7, 1971 “Penn State devours Maryland, 63-27” 

November 21, 1971 “Penn State wins Cotton Bowl bid” 

January 2, 1972 “Penn State snaps Texas’ wishbone, 30-6 rout in Cotton Bowl” 

November 12, 1972 “Hufnagel powers Penn State past North Carolina State, 37-22” 

November 19, 1972 “Penn State shakes mulish BC, 45-26” 

October 28, 1973 “Penn State, Cappelletti romp over W. Virginia, 62-14” 

November 25, 1973 “Penn State regroups, stifles Pitt, 35-13” 

January 2, 1974 “Penn State nips LSU in Orange Bowl, 16-9” 

October 20, 1974 “Penn State overhauls Syracuse in 2d half, 30-14” 

January 2, 1975 “Angry Penn State mobs Baylor, 41-20, in Cotton Bowl” 

November 27, 1977 “Penn State holds off Pitt, 15-13” 

December 26, 1977 “Penn State runs over Arizona State, 42-30, in Fiesta Bowl” 

October 29, 1978 “Penn State roars back against West Virginia, 49-21” 

November 12, 1978 “Bahr’s kicks save Penn State, 19-10 vs. NC State” 

December 23, 1979 “Penn State nips Tulane 9-6 in Liberty Bowl on Menhardt field goal” 

December 27, 1980 “Penn State wins Fiesta Bowl, 31-19” 

October 18, 1981 “Warner rushes for record 256 yards as No. 2 Penn State beats Syracuse, 41-16” 

November 29, 1981 “Penn State stuns No. 1 Pitt, 48-14” 

January 2, 1982 “Penn State dominates USC, Allen in Fiesta Bowl, 26-10” 

October 31, 1982 “Penn State wins, 52-17, in spite of Flutie’s feats” 

November 27, 1982 “Penn State rides the wind in defeating Pitt, 19-10” 

January 2, 1983 “Penn State stops Georgia in Sugar Bowl, 27-23” 
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November 13, 1983 “Penn State beats Irish in last seconds, 34-30” 

December 27, 1983 “Penn State rallies, 13-10, in Aloha Bowl” 

October 27, 1985 “Penn State wins, 27-0, for 600th victory” 

November 23, 1986 “No. 2 Penn State, in a Fiesta mood, easily beats Pitt, 34-14” 

January 3, 1987 “The 1 proves to be Penn State, 14-10 vs. Miami in Fiesta Bowl” 

November 22, 1987 “Nittany Lions stop Fighting Irish, 21-10” 

November 5, 1989 “Penn State throttles West Virginia, 19-9” 

November 26, 1989 “Kick lifts Penn State past Pittsburgh, 16-13” 

December 30, 1989 “Penn State overcomes Detmer’s aerial assault in Holiday Bowl, 50-39” 

September 23, 1990 “Sacca and Thompson team up, Penn State shuts out Rutgers, 28-0” 

August 29, 1991 “Penn State beats Georgia Tech, 34-22” 

September 8, 1991 “No. 5 Nittany Lions lay Bearcats flat, 81-0” 

November 17, 1991 “Improved Penn State overwhelms luckless Notre Dame, 35-13” 

November 29, 1991 “Anderson, Sacca lead Penn State to 32-20 victory over Pittsburgh” 

January 2, 1992 “No. 6 Penn State’s outburst stifles Tennessee, 42-17, in Fiesta Bowl” 

October 3, 1993 “Penn State steamrolls Terrapins, 70-7” 

January 2, 1994 “Citrus Bowl: Paterno ties Bryant for Bowl victories; Penn State 31, Tennessee 13” 

October 16, 1994 “No. 3 Penn State claws past Michigan, 31-24” 

November 6, 1994 “Hoosiers give Nittany Lions toughest game; Penn State 35, Indiana 29” 

November 13, 1994 “Penn State rallies for Rose Bowl bid” 

November 27, 1994 “No. 2 Penn State a perfect 11-0” 

January 3, 1995 “Penn State wins Rose Bowl, 38-20” 

January 2, 1996 “Outback Bowl: Offense rains down on Tigers; Penn State 43, Auburn 14” 

August 26, 1996 “Enis gives No. 7 USC the run around in 24-7 victory at Kickoff Classic” 

September 29, 1996 “No. 3 Nittany Lions boot Badgers, 23-20” 

November 3, 1996 “Nittany Lions put stop to Wildcats’ Big Ten run, 34-9” 
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January 2, 1997 “Big plays propel Penn State in Fiesta Bowl, 38-15” 

September 7, 1997 “Penn State’s McQueary sets team passing mark” 

October 12, 1997 “Enis’s running total: 211 yards, key score; Penn State 31, Ohio State 27” 

September 13, 1998 “Paterno joins the elite with win 300: Penn State 48, Bowling Green 3” 

January 2, 1999 “Outback Bowl: Penn State 26, Kentucky 14” 

September 12, 1999 “No. 2 Penn State gets by Pittsburgh, 20-17” 

October 24, 1999 “For Nittany Lions, victory boils down to defense; Penn State 31, Purdue 25” 

December 29, 1999 “Lions’ stingy defense too much for Aggies in Alamo Bowl, 24-0” 

October 6, 2002 “Mills sets mark in Penn State’s 34-31 victory over Wisconsin” 

November 24, 2002 “Penn State’s Johnson has a busy first half in 61-7 rout of Michigan State” 

September 25, 2005 “Williams blows through Wildcats; Freshman’s score propels Penn State” 

November 20, 2005 “Penn State wins Big Ten, BCS bid” 

January 4, 2006 “Orange Bowl: Long time coming for Paterno; Penn State 26, Florida State 23” 

January 2, 2007 “Paterno sits, Nittany Lions run to a win in Outback Bowl, 20-10” 

December 30, 2007 “Another historic win for Paterno, Penn State in Alamo Bowl” 

October 26, 2008 “Lions top Buckeyes, 13-6, to remain unbeaten” 

November 23, 2008 “Penn State headed to Rose Bowl; Penn State 49, Michigan State 18” 

October 25, 2009 “Penn State makes itself at home; Penn State 35, Michigan 10” 

January 2, 2010 “Clark, Nittany Lions fight through a quagmire to beat Tigers in Capital One Bowl” 

November 7, 2010 “Penn State 35, Northwestern 21; Paterno celebrates 400th win” 

November 21, 2010 “Blocked punt helps deliver 41-24 win for Lions over Indiana” 

November 20, 2011 “The Nittany Lions hold off the Buckeyes, 20-14” 

November 25, 2012 “Nittany Lions end year with victory; Penn State 24, Wisconsin 21 (OT)” 

October 13, 2013 “Nittany Lions knock off Wolverines, 43-40, in 4 OTs” 

December 28, 2014 “Missed extra point helps Nittany Lions win the Pinstripe Bowl, 31-30” 

November 27, 2016 “McSorley, Nittany Lions pull away to reach Big Ten title game” 
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December 4, 2016 “Nittany Lions seize Big Ten perch: Penn State 38, Wisconsin 31” 

September 24, 2017 “Nittany Lions stay unbeaten with TD pass as time expires” 

October 22, 2017 “Second-ranked Nittany Lions start fast and roll past Wolverines, 42-13” 

November 26, 2017 “Penn State 66, Maryland 3” 

December 31, 2017 “Huskies unable to stop McSorley, Nittany Lions in Fiesta Bowl” 

September 2, 2018 “History threatens to repeat before No. 10 PSU repels upset bid” 

September 15, 2019 “Penn State 17, Pittsburgh 10” 

September 28, 2019 “Terps flattened by No. 12 Nittany Lions, 59-0” 

October 20, 2019 “Penn State 28, Michigan 21” 

December 29, 2019 “Nittany Lions’ defense cashes in on a gift at the highest-scoring Cotton Bowl” 

September 19, 2021 “A whiteout and a win make for a big night; Penn State 28, Auburn 20” 

November 7, 2021 “Penn State 31, Maryland 14” 

September 18, 2022 “Freshman backs power Nittany Lions in road win over Tigers; Penn State 41, 
  Auburn 12” 

January 3, 2023 “Rose Bowl: Big-play Nittany Lions run past Utes, 35-21” 

November 5, 2023 “Nittany Lions send the Terps to fourth straight loss, 51-15” 
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